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A Not e

everyone in MlIssoula in 2010.

Your MtAEYC Board a
 the September meetln

for all teachers and caregivers of children, birth to eight years, and to build understanding and support

quality early childhood programs.

from Our

Fall is such a wonderful time of changes for children and
their families. This autumn finds me changing and grow-
! ing with MtAEYC. As the new president, | would like to

welcome and congratulate Browning's new chapter.
would also like to extend a big thank you to all the dedicated people who worked
ever so hard on the great conference in Billin§ke new format was an exciting
change which provided an in depth look at early childhood issubspe to see

I wish everyone a wonderful season of peace, and happimbask you for all the
wonderful things you do for children and their families: Mary McEvoy

Presi

de

| want to take this time to wish our outgoing president, Teresa DeStefano, peace
and happiness in the futurgVe all wish her well.

The MtAEYC Board: (front row from left) Sharon DiBrito, Kristin Segall, Gail Fox, Hol-
lie Jordan Anderson (membership), Sylvia Love (standing from left) Mary McEvoy

(president) Wendy Martin, Jenny Barkac, Laurie Pieffer, Jeanette Hall (past president),
Martha Locke, Ann Klaas (secretary), Carrie Hirst, Christine Lux, Marsha Davis



Chapter Representa-
BILLINGS CHAPTER

Jenny Barkac

Billings, MT 59105

256-0766 cakrab@aol.com

Wendy Martin

Billings, MT 59105

259-5307 lwmartin@bresnan.net
BOZEMAN CHAPTER

Miranda Peterson
mirandy97@yahoo.com

Christine Lux

Bozeman, Mt. 59718

600-1499 Christine.lux@montana.edu
CENTRAL CHAPTER

Patty Butler

Lewistown, MT 59457

535-5339 (h) kids1st@midrivers.com
Gail Fox

Lewistown, Mt.

366-3646 Glef66@hotmail.com
Amy Snapp

Lewistown, Mt. 59457

538-2666 amy.snapp@yahoo.com
FLATHEAD CHAPTER

Collette Box

Kalispell, Mt. 59901

756-7295 (w)
ddiscovery@centurytel.net

GREAT FALLS CHAPTER

Sue Armstrong

Great Falls, MT 59404
452-8258 (h) 889-3551 (cell)
suebehoney44@hotmail.com

HAVRE / HILINE CHAPTER

Kathleen Sather

Havre, MT 59501

Mt Matters will be distributed to all
members of MtAEYC at no cost.

If you would like to contribute an article or have

a suggestion as to format or content contact:
Ann Klaas
12970 Cottonwood Road
Bozeman, Mt. 59718
ann.klaas@montana.edu
406-994-7454

Publication dates are February, June, and
October.

Early Childhood Project News

It was wonderful to see so many of you in Billings for that fabulous conferdi#iepé you made it to The
Registry Café to learn more about what we do at the Early Childhood Project or to receive per-
sonal assistance signing in to apply fbhe Montana Practitioner Registor to just relax and have a
treat with us! We plan to host the café each year at the conference so we can have our laptops ave
walk people through our online processes for The Regisitajning approval, and professional support.
We are excited about the upcoming year at the ECP working with our partners across the state to «
new opportunities for early childhood professional development. Watch for:
¢ Anew 60 hour Preschool Teacher/Caregiver course
¢ More news about The Center for Social Emotional Foundations (CSEFEL) in Early Learnir
training and resources
¢ Workforce incentives to promote ongoing learning
¢ Merit Pay and Higher Education Merit Pay (. . . a name change is in the works!)
¢ A new Framework for Professional Development Specialists/ Trainer/Instructors and the se
annual Trainer Forum (dates to be determined soon)
¢ The sixth annual Di r e c-10p20K0n BiBingshposi um ( S
¢ And more!
We love to hear from you, so call us anytime! A big thanks to each of you for all you do for young ¢
dren, families, your community, and your profession. We are honored to have you as our friends at
leagues. . .

The ECP Crew Libby, Ann, Brandi
and Tiffany

School Readi ness:
Submitted by Mary Jane Standaert

With all that is happening in Early Childhood nationally and in Montana, it is imperative

that we continue to support and develop the School Readiness Community Teams in Mon-
tana. The local connection is vital. Local Chapters of MtAEYC need to include school
readiness on each meeting agenda, trainings should point out or identify what children, par-
ents and teachers/caregivers need in order to be successful in their particular roles. Commu-
nity events should support some aspect of child development, parenting or professionals
communicating, businesses supporting, etc.

The past couple of years at the end of each School Readiness Summit, the evaluations have
menti oned that devel opment of fAteamo and s
be helpful. To support this interest and need thABnual School Readiness Summit will

feature speakers that focus on collaboration as their work. Two gentlemen from the Univer-
sity of Denver, Colorado will be leading the community teams in discussions about commu-
nity collaboration, team development and communication. Carl Larson is Professor Emeri-
tus of Human Communication and has extensive experience focused on groups, teams, nego-
tiation and collaborative processes. Darrin Hicks also is a professor of human communica-
tion studies and director of the debate program. His work is focused on public deliberation,
argumentation and the philosophy of communication. When these men presented in Denver
at the Region 8 Child Care Administrators?®o
self. They are practical, enthusiastic and inspiring.

We will also include the topic of #AReframi

Herling shared with us last year. Some work has taken place on that topic and all the com-
munity teams should have input on the topic.
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Chapter Representatives

. . . B . HELENA CHAPTER
MtAEYC Accreditation Seminar | and |l offered in Helena and Billings

Marsha Davis

Members of the MtAEYC Accreditation ssdmmmittee offered 2 opportunities this FRkenE, LT GLes
past fall for programs around the state to explore NAEYC accreditation. A three hours43-1287 (h) mdavis@co.lewis-clark.mt.us
Accreditation Seminar was offered in September in conjunction with'taerual Martha Locke

Directors Symposium in Helena. Close to 40 Directors participated in this session  cna wr 50601
which offered a broad overview of the process, lots of time for questions and ANSWETSy, 0 2101 () DmmLocke@aol.com
and an opportunity to choose 2 out of 4 different areas for short-banécilitated '
conversations about Self Study Materials and Surveys, Classroom Portfolios, Prograff=SQU-ACHAPTER

Portfolios, and Candidacy materials. The feedback was positive, with many program Sharon Digrito

directors noting that the process seermedeVvmss e Ndoabl
available, including financial supports from the Early Childhood Project and the vari- 273-6458 sdibrito@montana.com

ous members of the committee. S

A follow-up 8 hour Accreditation track was offered at the Montana Early Childhood Missoula, Mt 59503
Conference in Billings in October. Directors and staff from 15 programs from around
Montana joined committee members Collette Box, Sharon DiBrito, and Patty Butler Xristin Segal

in a more indepth exploration of the ins and outs of NAEYC accreditation. In small  Corvallis, Mt. 59828
and large group discussions, we worked to make sense of the steps and various piecgs-1412 (h

of the Self Study and Self Assessment process. Workshop time provided opportuni- | qa seed

ties to ask questions and get clarification on requirements, small group discussions
and work sheets to get acquainted with the variety of tools available in tHetGmhf

process, handsn time to explore completed Program and Classroom Portfolios, and a*>> 2"
chance to meet others working through the process and develop a network of supporgQUTHWEST CHAPTER
from other programs around the state. Participants left energized and with an Action Rita LaMiaux

Plan that included dates on when they would be moving to the neXt\stegtever Butte, MT 59701

that might be for the various programs attending. 723-8729 rlamiaux@earthlink.net

RAVALLI COUNTY CHAPTER

Hamilton, Mt. 59840

. . - . . Shelly Fischer
MtAEYC remains committed to utilizing resources in support of programs seeking

accreditation and/or reaccreditation through NAEYC. For more information, contact
Collette Box atarkspur@digisys.neir Sharon DiBrito asdibrito@montana.com

Butte, MT 59701

sfchildcare@bresnan.net

HEAD START COLLABORATION

Mary Jane Standaert

Acreditation Seminar in Helena 2015 Lockey
A huge success! Helena, MT 59601

HM'i 443-0620 WK 444.0589

MONTANA EARLY CHILDHOOD ADVISORY COUNCIL

MONTANA ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN

“ Lynn Beck Jeanette Hall
. [ MT Early Care & Education Career Development Advisory Council

Mary McEvoy

ACCREDITATION CHAIR

Collette Box

1690 Ashley Lake Rd.

Kalispell, MT 59901

WK 756-7295 ddiscovery@centurytel.net

ACCREDITATION CO-CHAIR

Sharon DiBrito

sdibrito@montana.com
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